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ABSTRACT 

India is a land of rich cultural heritage and origin of one of the most ancient human 

civilizations in the world. The land has seen the birth and evolution of cultures, races and 

religions which sustain with equal respect and harmony. India takes pride in her “Unity in 

Diversity” over a vast stretch of geographical area of 328.74 million hectares and among a 

population of 1.2 billion of which 68.84 per cent population live in villages. The paper 

highlights the transition of Indian villages through the ages, in terms of self sufficiency and 

socio economic condition, right from Harappan Civilization(3000B.C-1500 B.C) to Post 

Liberalization Period (1991-till date). Indian villages survived through many highs and lows 

due to devastating foreign invasions which disrupted their growth graph. Hence rural 

development efforts by individuals, organisations or Government had always been a key 

feature in India’s village development history. The notable Pre and Post Independence rural 

development efforts remind the same. Taking into consideration the importance of Indian 

villages in sheltering the majority of the population of which 65 per cent of them derive 

livelihood from agriculture, there is a need to develop villages which are pioneers in scientific 

and sustainable farming methods along with possession of all modern facilities to tap the 

potential of scientific farming and channelize it towards social well being of rural people 

without compromising environmental security, in other words a ‘Model Village’ is the need of 

the hour. The concept is also in consonance with the village development initiative of 

SansadAdarsh Gram Yojana of the present Central Government. The possible indicators of a 

Model Village along with the notable sustainable, advanced and scientific farming practices 

which should be present in a village to be declared as a role model for other villages, has been 

discussed in this paper along with the role extension functionaries can play through their 

outreach programmes to develop such Model Villages. 

Key words: Model Village, SansadAdarsh Gram Yojana, Rural India 

INTRODUCTION 

Two of the most important issues of the 21
st
 century are climate change and food security (IPCC, 

2015). Higher food prices, climate change and the depletion of natural capital form a vicious crisis 

that must be tackled simultaneously by developing nations. Climate change is already hampering 

agricultural growth. According to the IPCC Fifth Assessment, climate change affects crop production 

in several regions of the world, with negative effects more common than positive, and developing 

countries are highly vulnerable to further negative impacts (Godber et al., 2014; IPCC, 2014; Lipper 

et al., 2014). India is no exception in this regard and in fact, in a greater threat due to its huge 

population. India accounts for 2.4 per cent of the world surface area, but supports around 17.5 per cent 

of the world population. So in a way India will be facing a huge pressure due to shrinking land 

resource and increasing population. India has 6,40,867 villages.  About 65 per cent is dependent on 

agriculture for their livelihood. A majority of the population, i.e. 68.84 per cent live in villages 

(Census of India, 2011). Thus villages ensure food security of the nation. But in the context of 

impending threat to food security in near future, it is high time to think about developing our villages 

as Models of self sufficiency and sustainability which will support the livelihood of not only the vast 

rural population but also secure the demands of the nation and help India emerge as an agriculturally 

progressive nation in world arena. Such Model Villages will ensure food security through scientific 

and sustainable farm practices, promote environmental security and ultimately emerge as Models of 

self sufficiency, social and economic well being. Here comes the importance of developing ‘Model 



Int. J. Bio-res. Env. Agril. Sci., March 2017 
 

508 
 

Villages’ which can serve as replica to be followed not only by other villages but also replicated 

throughout the country among various communities.   

 

Situation of Rural India at Present 

The word ‘Villages in India’ brings to mind a characteristic typical area with mud houses, green 

agricultural fields, muddy roads, livestock, poultry and fish farming and economically backward 

people with poor educational backgrounds and limited hopes of growth and prosperity compelling 

them to migrate to cities and towns in search of better livelihood opportunities. While there have been 

innumerable rural development efforts initiated by the Government but still the scenario of rural India 

is a grim one which will be evident by the following facts: 

 75% of the poor in India live in rural areas, most of them are daily wagers, self-employed 

householders and landless labourers. 

 65% of small villages do not have access to all weather roads in their vicinity. 

 Only 30% of households have access to piped water 

 Twenty Crore Indians are yet to see electricity in their homes (Ponnusamyet al., 2015) 

 68.3% villages have a Primary Health Centre (Bhandari and Dutta, 2007) 

Situation of Ancient Indian Villages 

The picture of Indian villages was distinctly different in ancient period. Indian villages during the 

Gupta period (300-550 A.D) were self sufficient units. Rural production filled the granaries to such an 

extent that India was called the “SonekiChidiya” meaning the Golden Bird, signifying India with 

wealth and abundance. Ancient scriptures revealed that not only wealth but peace and social harmony 

were also notable features among the peace loving villagers so much so that during the reign of 

Chandragupta Vikramaditya (375-414 A.D), nobody in the villages locked their doors at night during 

sleeping because there was absolutely no chance of any sort of crime. Everybody in the village and 

nearby had enough for himself and his family that never urged them to steal or rob another person’s 

house. 

Evolution of Indian Villages over the Ages 

Indian villages went through phenomenal changes in all aspects because the country has seen a lot of 

empires and administrations rise and fall before our country attained independence and became a 

Democratic Republic. There were foreign invasions and their administrations affected rural India in 

many ways. As India has a rich cultural history embedded with highs and lows comprising of 

benevolent administrators to violent invasions, with such a backdrop how the rural units have evolved 

and transformed, right from the Harappan or Indus Valley Civilization (3000 B.C) Period to the Post 

Liberalization Period which India is passing through since 1991, is interesting and noteworthy (Table 

1). 

The self sufficient nature of Indian villages was not only  the reason for low mobility of rural people 

during those times but also for the very low rate of migration of villagers to urban areas in search for 

source of livelihood. But the Colonial Period saw the British Rulers introducing strong centralised 

administrative and revenue systems along with transport facilities which forced villagers to travel to 

urban areas. The villages which are the grain baskets of India suffered serious setback due to natural 

vagaries just before the Green Revolution but the Revolution ushered the villages into an era of 

abundance of food grains such as rice and wheat. India has become self sufficient in many food 

products but its pulse production has dwindled extremely as a result of popularity of Rice –Wheat 

cropping system among farmers. 

The socio economic condition of rural people in India was seldom given the opportunity to improve 

(Table 2). Heavy taxation and later commercialisation during British Rule ruined the majority of the 

villagers, that is, the peasants. But it started improving since Green Revolution which brought self 

sufficiency and abundance to Indian farmers. But its pronounced benefits to large farmers led to 

emergence of a new social class of enterprising, influential and innovative farmers in the Green 
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Revolution Belt. But the overall scenario did not improve much with 31.26 per cent of the 17.91 crore 

rural households still living Below Poverty Line (BPL). 

Rationale for developing Model Villages 

Villages have been the fundamental units of human civilization since time immemorial.  The Father of 

the Nation Mahatma Gandhi had dreamt of Gram Swaraj & Model Villages.  He had always foreseen 

self reliant and peaceful Model Villages. Similarly several great leaders of various nations like 

Abraham Lincoln, Nelson Mandela, Nasser and Mao have dreamt of Model Villages. Even Indian 

villages during the Gupta period (300-550 A.D) were self sufficient units. Constant invasions by the 

Mongols, Turks, Mughals and the 200 years of Colonial rule, affected rural economy in such a way 

that efforts to revive the glorious history of rural India falls short in no matter whichever way efforts 

are made. Thus, Government and other related societies and institutions should try their best to realise 

the dream of Mahatma once again.  

 

Model Village Concept 

Gandhiji  long back dreamt of “Gram Swaraj” where each village is basically self reliant, making 

provision for all necessities of life- food, clothing, clean water, sanitation, housing, education and so 

on, including good governance and all socially useful amenities required by a community. Equality 

and social justice prevail in the village promoting human, spiritual, ethical and social values. The 

community adopts eco friendly and sustainable agricultural practices ensuring the security for future 

generations. Villagers live with unity and discipline without any discrimination of caste, religion, 

political, class etc. Community will dream together about their future and work together for its 

achievement under able leadership wherein people just do not fight for their rights but put in sincere 

and committed efforts towards their obligations as a resident of the village. The community adopts 

modern technology to bring efficiency in production and enhancing economic opportunities. 

Past Model Village Efforts in India 

Prior to independence, rural development initiatives were undertaken by benevolent individuals and 

visionaries along with some organisations and Missionaries. These efforts were sporadic in nature but 

are noteworthy in this context as it would further help to study Model Village initiatives of various 

government and non-government organisations (NGOs) in subsequent sections and seek to evaluate 

their efforts. 

1.  Rural Reconstruction Scheme 

In 1903, Sir Daniel Hamilton formed a scheme to create Model Villages, based on cooperative 

principles, in Sunderban area of Bengal. He organised one village of this type and set up one 

Cooperative Credit Society which functioned upto 1916. In 1924, he organised a Central Cooperative 

Bank and Cooperative Marketing Society and established a Rural Reconstruction Institute in 1934. 

The Institute provided training facilities in cottage and subsidiary industries. 

2.    Sriniketan Experiment 

Sriniketan is situated about 150 kms away from Kolkata in West Bengal State. This area was 

backward socially, economically and politically. Shri Rabindranath Tagore began this project of 

village development in this area with the help of sociologist Mr. Elmhirst. Shri Tagore thought that if 

some villages were developed, the other villages will get inspiration and the programme of village 

development will spread all over the country and thus the whole country would be developed. He 

established a Rural Reconstruction Institute in 1921 whose main objectives were the following:  
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Table 1: Change in Self sufficiency of Indian villages 

Harappan Age 

(3000 B.C-1500 

B.C) 

Vedic Age (1500 

B.C-500 B.C) 

Pre-Medieval 

Age (500 B.C-

1000 A.D) 

Medieval Age 

(1000 A.D-1700 

A.D) 

Colonial Period 

(1700 A.D-1947 

A.D) 

Pre green 

revolution 

Period (1947 

A.D-1965 A.D) 

Post green 

revolution 

Period (1965 

A.D-1991 A.D) 

Economic 

Liberalisation 

(1991 A.D-till 

date) 

Gujrat, the 

gateway between 

the Indus and 

world overseas, 

saw a substantial 

increase in 

population but 

also a great 

increase in self-

sufficiency in the 

remaining 

villages and 

small towns 

(McIntosh, 

2008).  

The Vedic 

village was self 

sufficient and the 

things required 

for living were 

produced in the 

village itself. 

The village 

produced food 

grains, rice, 

barley, cotton 

etc. Every family 

made cloth for 

its needs after 

spinning cotton 

(Paliwal, 2005).  

The Indian 

villages at this 

time was largely 

self sufficient, 

with little 

interest in, or 

need for, any 

contact with the 

outside world, as 

nearly all its 

simple needs 

could be met by 

what was 

available in the 

village itself 

(Eraly, 2011).   

Mughal Indians 

lived mostly in 

villages that 

were self-

sufficient but 

obliged to feed 

towns and 

arteries of 

commerce. 

Peasants had to 

sell half of their 

produce to pay 

taxes  and much 

of this money 

reached the 

imperial ruling 

class. 

The introduction 

of centralized 

Govt. 

administration, 

the revenue 

system, the 

institutions of 

police & courts 

of law and the 

extension of 

modern means of 

communication 

& transport 

ended the total 

isolation of 

many villages. 

Thus came the 

end of self 

sufficient 

villages 

(Shigetomi and 

Okamoto, 2014). 

On account of 

successive 

droughts, the 

production of 

foodgrains 

dipped 

alarmingly to 

only 66 million 

tons in 1958-59 

which forced 

India to import 

large quantities 

of wheat under 

the PL-480 

arrangement 

with the USA. 

(Randhawa, 

1986). 

In terms of 

development and 

coverage under 

HYV, wheat and 

rice were the 

major 

beneficiaries of 

Green 

Revolution 

which resulted in 

the evolution of 

the Rice-Wheat 

cropping system 

as the largest 

double cropping 

but significant 

decline in the 

growth rate of 

pulse production 

(Challaet al., 

2011). 

India  occupies 

the first position 

in milk 

production 

globally. India 

ranks second in 

fish 

culture and third 

in capture 

fisheries. There 

is substantial 

buffer stocks of 

food grains, 

in spite of 

increasing 

demand due to 

rising 

population 

(INSA, 2001). 
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Table  2:Change in Socio Economic Condition of Indian Villages 

Harappan Age 

(3000 B.C-1500 

B.C) 

Vedic Age (1500 

B.C-500 B.C) 

Pre-Medieval 

Age (500 B.C-

1000 A.D) 

Medieval Age 

(1000 A.D-1700 

A.D) 

Colonial Period 

(1700 A.D-1947 

A.D) 

Pre green 

revolution 

Period (1947 

A.D-1965 A.D) 

Post green 

revolution 

Period (1965 

A.D-1991 A.D) 

Economic 

Liberalisation 

(1991 A.D-till 

date) 

 

   - 

Castes & variety 

of professions 

indicate the 

richness and 

variety of socio-

economic life of 

Aryans in Later 

Vedic Period. 

The subdivision 

of occupations is 

an indicator of 

progress in an 

economy 

(Randhawa, 

1980) 

During the Gupta 

Age, there was 

the emergence of 

Brahman 

landlords at the 

cost of local 

peasants. The 

land taxes were 

increased while 

taxes on trade 

and commerce 

decreased 

(Randhawa, 

1980). 

During the later 

Mughal period, 

the economic 

condition of the 

country 

deteriorated to 

such an extent 

that the common 

people failed to 

get even their 

basic needs. 

The peasants 

were by far the 

worst sufferers 

during this 

period. They 

were forced to 

pay various taxes 

and frequently 

exploited by the 

revenue officers     

(KKHSOU, 

2011).  

The flooding of 

Indian markets 

with cheap 

machine made 

cloth ruined the 

village artisans. 

No taxes were 

imposed on 

import of foreign 

goods but high 

taxes were 

imposed on 

Indian handmade 

cloth in overseas 

market which 

was a setback to 

the socio 

economic 

condition of the 

rural artisans. 

 Poverty level, 

hunger, 

malnutrition, 

unemployment 

and natural 

disaster were 

specially 

addressed 

through various 

schemes and 

programmes. 

This led to 

considerable 

improvement in 

the socio-

economic status 

of people. 

 

The Green 

revolution 

resulted  in 

emergence of 

surplus 

producing 

farmers in almost  

all the Green 

Revolution 

regions.  

They had an 

accumulated 

surplus that they 

sought to invest 

in more 

profitable 

enterprises. Some 

of them 

diversified into 

other economic 

activities (Rutten 

1991), migrated 

to urban 

areas (Upadhya 

1988) or entered 

agricultural trade 

(Harriss-White, 

1996). 

Nearly one in 

every three rural 

households still 

have an uncertain 

source of income 

and continue to 

live in one-room 

kutcha houses, 

according to the 

findings of the 

first national 

Socio Economic 

Caste Census 

(SECC). Of the 

rural households 

covered, 21.53 

per cent belonged 

to scheduled 

castes and tribes 

(Tewari, 2015). 
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1. To increase the knowledge of rural people, 2.To help the rural people in establishing cottage 

industry, 3. To inspire the people to follow new technology, 4.To promote dairy farming, 5.To create 

the feeling of co-operation, 6.To arrange the facility of health and education, 7. To create the feeling 

of rural leadership, 8.To establish training and demonstration centres, 9. To organise village scouts 

called BratiBalika 

This project was started only in eight villages. Being centralized over Shri Tagore this project could 

not survive after his death. 

3. Gurgaon Project 

In Gurgaon district, this programme of village development was the first one to be run by the State. It 

was started by the Mr. F.L. Brayne. In 1920, Mr. Brayne had been appointed on the post of Deputy 

Commissioner in Gurgaon district and he began this project of rural upliftment in this district, which 

became famous as “Gurgaon Project”. The main objectives of this project were: (a) To increase crop 

production, (b) to control extra expenditure, (c) to improve the health, (d) to develop the feeling of 

women-education, and (e) home development work. Although this project got some success yet this 

scheme also could not survive more because this project was also based upon the sentiments of F.L. 

Brayne and when he was transferred, gradually this programme also stopped.  

 

 

4.   Seva Gram  

Mahatma Gandhi began this welfare project “SEVA GRAM”, by establishing his Ashram in Wardha, 

in 1920. The main objective of this programme was to prevent the economic and social suppression of 

the people and to create the feeling of patriotism among them and they must think that this is their 

own country. For fulfilling this objective, Gandhiji made a programme, which became famous as 

“Gandhian Constructive Programme.” The main objectives of this project were:  

(1) to use khadi clothes, (2) to introduce Health Programme, (3) the programme of sanitation in the 

village, (4) the programme of women welfare, (5) the programme of economic help, (6) to uplift the 

backward classes, (7) primary and adult educational programmes, (8) to improve the conditions of 

poor people, (9) programme of social harmony, and (10) to popularise the mother tongue and other 

national dialects.  

For making this programme successful and effective, Gandhi established All India Village Industry 

Association, All India Spinners Association, Hindustani Education Association and Kasturba Gandhi 

Association etc. The single cause of failure of Gandhiji’s programme was industrialization in the 

country.  

5.   Marthandam Project  

This project of rural development was initiated in the village Marthandam in Kanyakumari district of 

Tamil Nadu State by Young Men Christian Association (Y.M.C.A) and Christian Church Association 

under the direction of Dr. Spencer Hatch in 1928. This village was undeveloped economically and the 

economic condition of the native majority was poor. Here, people used to cultivate only paddy and 

coconut on some places. For capitalising this opportunity, it was thought that some developmental 

work should be done, so that the Christian faith could spread. Consequently Dr. Hatch made 

agreement with Y.M.C.A. and the Church for his work and initiated this project in Marthandam 

village. The objectives of this project were also made on the basis as to how the public of this area 

could become Christian. The main objectives of this project were:  

i. Spiritual Development, ii. Mental Development, iii. Physical Development, iv. Social Development, 

v.Economic Development 

This programme of Dr. Hatch remained for a long period because he had trained workers and the local 

people were inspired to work themselves. As such this project was very successful in this area. But the 

whole programme was centred on a person and after the death of Dr. Hatch, there was a conflict on 

the question of leadership between Y.M.C.A. and Church Association and due to no economic 

advantage to the non-paid workers, this programme could not survive.  
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6.   Baroda Village Project  

Shree V.T. Krishnamachary in Baroda in the Gujarat State initiated this Project in 1932. This Project 

continued for a long period. The objectives were: (a) To improve the life style of rural people rapidly. 

(b) To spread education and industrialization. (c) To develop the necessary factors for the progress of 

agriculture.  

7. Indian Village Service (IVS)   

In 1945, under the guidance of A .T Mosher this service began in the village Agasoli, District Aligarh 

in U.P. But, after the partition of the country, the village volunteer M.V. Siddiqi Khan went to 

Pakistan and this centre was closed. If the background of the establishment of I.V.S. was looked 

briefly, it becomes clear that the schedule of this programme of I.V.S. was decided in 1908 when an 

Indian businessman B.N. Gupta was in America. Shree Gupta observed that churches in America, 

work for the welfare of villages and consider it as a duty to make the rural life prosperous.  

Objectives:  

(a) To educate the rural people in such a manner that these people could self-diagnose their problems.  

(b) To inspire people to help in the development works. (c) To provide a good chance to the citizens 

and other individuals to co-operate in the rural development work. (d) To guide them for making other 

planning of development successful. Programmes: (a) Health Programme (b) Home Science 

Programme (c) Agricultural Development Programme (d) The programmes of Entertainment (e) The 

programme of Education (f) The development of Cottage Industry (g) The Programme of Family 

planning  

 

8. FirkaVikasYojana 

The government of Madras province (now Tamil Nadu) decided to make efforts for the development 

of villages at Firka level. The first programme began in 1946. Among Pre-Independence project, this 

was the biggest project.  

Objectives:  

(a) All-round development of rural people. (b) To develop the means of drinking water and 

communication. (c) To develop the committees of panchayat and co-operatives. (d) To develop 

animal husbandry, farming and irrigation facilities. (e) To introduce khadi and cottage industry.  

Hence it is evident from the early rural development efforts that they were initiated by philanthropists 

and benevolent individuals who strived to make villages free from poverty and illiteracy through 

various means. But these efforts were not long lasting due to lack of cooperation and effort from 

common people.   

 

Relevance of Model Villages in Present Context 

With surmounting role of Indian villages in the arena of country’s sustainability and food security it is 

time to develop some villages into Models meant to be replicated countrywide. The Government of 

India has already initiated two very recent ambitious programmes to strengthen villages from an 

overall perspective and boost the socio economic backbone of rural India through sincere 

contributions by experts, researchers, scientists and politicians. 

 SansadAdarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) 

The Government of India has launched the SansadAdarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY)  on 11
th
 October, 

2014 in which every MP has to adopt a village in his constituency & develop it into an Adarsh Gram 

It envisages integrated development of the village across multiple areas such as agriculture, health, 

education, sanitation, environment, livelihoods etc. It seeks to not only provide physical infrastructure 

and access to basic amenities but also improve the standard of living, enrich social capital and build 

community spirit. These are the ingredients that will ensure long term positive change and 

sustainability of this change. Strengthening of local democracy through strong and transparent Gram 

Panchayats and active Gram Sabhas and facilitating good governance is an important objective of the 

Scheme. 
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 MeraGaonMeraGaurav- the outreach effort by ICAR 

 An innovative initiative “MeraGaonMeraGaurav” has been planned by ICAR to promote the direct 

interface of scientists with the farmers to hasten the lab to land process. The objective of this scheme 

is to provide farmers with required information, knowledge and advisories on regular basis by 

adopting villages.  

 Under this scheme, scientists will select villages as per their convenience and will remain in touch 

with the selected villages and provide information to the farmers on technical and other related 

aspects in a time frame through personal visits or on telephone. Being a resource person for the 

village, the scientists are also expected to monitor the process of adoption of agricultural technologies 

by the farmers. The scientists may make use of community radio, local newspapers, mobile messages, 

video, exhibition and local media and make initiatives to have dialogue with the farmers in their local 

language. The cooperation of KVKs, ATMA, etc. will be effective in demonstration of technologies 

to the farmers. Besides providing information to farmers on market rates, market trends, the 

information on various agricultural organisations associated with agriculture may also be given  

Scientists will also create awareness among farmers about climate change, other customized services, 

protective measures and other issues of local and national importance. In addition, scientists may 

encourage the ideology of clean and good agricultural techniques for producing good quality 

agricultural products and can link this to Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan.  

At Institute/Agricultural University level, many groups of multidisciplinary scientists will be 

constituted. One group may consist of four scientists who will adopt 5 villages.  

 

Possible Indicators of Model Village 

If we talk about developing our existing villages into Model Villages, then we should at first 

determine the possible indicators of a Model Village which when present in a particular village, can 

be declared as a Model. The indicators can be : 

1. Infrastructural Indicators, 2. Economic Indicators, 3.Farming Indicators, 4.Social Indicators, 5. 

Environmental Indicators 

A Model Village should have adequate basic infrastructure like roads, schools, community centres, 

water supply and sanitation facilities, health facilities and lastly communication facilities. Economic 

Indicators like, type of housing and average annual income of villagers, APL and BPL population in 

village, extent of utilization of services of financial institutions and self sufficiency in food 

requirements should also characterize a Model Village. A Model Village should have a strong 

agricultural base which will ultimately lead to self sufficiency and sustainability and for this adoption 

of scientific and sustainable farming practices is most essential. A Model Village should also be an 

ideal of social development with appreciable status of women in the village, literacy rate and absence 

of social evils like communal tension and consumption of alcohol and tobacco. Last but not the least 

the village should ensure ecological security through soil and water conservation practices, 

maintaining forest cover and adopting renewable sources of energy. 

Sustainable Farming Practices in Model Villages and Outreach Strategies 

Model Villages can be made into epitomes of agricultural progressiveness through transferring 

scientific and sustainable farming technologies to farmers’ doorstep and encouraging them to adopt 

those. This can be achieved through sincere and collaborative efforts of ICAR, KVK and research 

institutes, line departments of respective State governments, village Panchayats and Block 

Development Offices. Some of the areas which can be focussed upon and corresponding outreach 

strategies developed are given below: 

1. Location specific scientific cultivation practices for major crops of the region 

2. Introduction of livestock, fishery, poultry farming, apiary and ornamental bird rearing as 

alternative sources of income in case of crop failures 
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3. Spreading the awareness of organic farming and motivating more and more farmers to 

gradually shift to organic farming techniques 

4. Introduction of conservation agriculture techniques with less input but desired output 

5. Introduction of climate smart technologies in major crops of the region 

6. Introduction of technologies which are women friendly and reduce drudgery 

7. Establishing agri-enterprises in the village which also serves as means of self employment for 

rural youth and women 

8. Establishing storage facilities in the village for agricultural produce 

9. Creation of agri-processing centres in village to avoid wastage and spoilage of perishable 

produce 

10. Ensuring that each farmer obtains Soil Health Card and follows recommended nutrient doses 

11. Encouraging innovations at farmers’ level by rewarding farm level innovations 

12. Establishing a Cooperative Input Purchase System 

13. Promoting Customs Hiring of agricultural machinery which benefits small farmers also 

14. Ensuring effective and efficient agricultural marketing mechanisms and channels 

15. Ensuring remunerative prices to farmers for their produce through minimising middlemen 

16. Increasing producers’ share in consumers rupee through forming Farmers Organisations and 

increasing farmers’ bargaining power in market 

17. Forming Commodity based Organisations 

18. Establishing Village Seed Bank  

19. Establishing Veterinary Health Centre in the village 

20. Encouraging fodder cultivation by farmers during fallow periods 

21. Encouraging villagers to establish bio-gas plant using animal waste and using the resultant 

slurry as fertilizer for plants 

22. Popularising preparation of vermicompost using the farm wastes 

23. Capacity building on value addition to milk and milk products 

24. Establishment of skill development centre in a cluster of villages 

25. Popularising Integrated Pest and Nutrient Management Techniques 

26. Encouraging maximum use of organic fertilizer, bio pesticides and minimum use of chemicals 

27. Disseminating soil and water conservation techniques both on farm and off farm 

CONCLUSION 

The Union Government started MeraGaonMera Gaurav (MGMG) wherein scientists of ICAR adopt a 

village and sensitize the villagers about good agricultural practices and programmes and policies of 

the government. Since agriculture is a significant livelihood option of millions of rural households in 

India, the development indicators in farming needs to be given major thrust which will complement 

the various efforts being undertaken towards development of model villages. The concept of village 

development can be realised if such developed Model Villages can guide other villages and enable 

their path towards national development. This warrants strategic planning and efficient 

implementation at grass root level which will help to revive the past glory of Indian Villages. 
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